‘Gravestone Girls’ share tales
from Norton’s burial groal}nds
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NORTON — Three cem-
etery historians found the
sun while visiting Norten’s
graveyards this summer.

Images of suhs and -
swirls “pop up over and
over again” on Norton
gravestones, according to
Brenda Sullivan, one of
the founders of the Grave-
stone Girls.

“Perhaps you had a
carving house close by,
or they were taken from
a particular individual or
group of individuals,” she
said.

The Gravestone Girls
recently shared their+in-
sight into Norton’s ceme-
teries with the Norton His-
torical Society.

Historical society mem-
ber Janice Burkhart said

it’s unclear how her group
will use the information.
One possible fu- .
ture project is to cata-
logue Norton’s cemeter-:
ies through digital photos,
she said.
“We have some very
significant art in our cem-

" eteries,” Burkhart said.

Sullivan said the Grave-
stone Girls are cemetery
historians who give pre-
sentations about cemetery
art, history and symbol-
ism to area groups.

She said Burkhart invif-

ed the group to Norton af-
ter meeting her at the New
England Regional Gene-
alog1ca1 Conference in
April. .

In August, Sulhvan s
group visited Norton’s
cemeteries, taking 160
photos and rubblng head-
stones. . »

The mementoes were
part of the group’s.Oct. 20

presentation to the histor- .

“ical society. Burkhart and
Mark Cedarfield of the -
;Norton Memorial Funeral

Homé sponsored the talk.

- People.can “get are- -
al good flavor of the evo- .
lution of the town through
et er1es, Sulh— ’

“We’ re showmg the peo-

ple we’re talking to what’s’
- in their backyard ” she
~ said.. O
The Grav , tone Girls

will give the historical so-

c1ety a disk of the photos,
“so when somebody looks

back 50 years from now,”

they’ll have a, record she

- said.

Burkhart said she’d like
to see the historical soei~
ety put those photos on 1ts
Web 51te SR
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